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the rate to the consumer in order to
lighten the burden of the tax payers,
and foist a larger indirect tax on the!
non-tax payer who is, in nearly every|
instance, a wage earner. He pays a|

minimum rate of 21 a month for wat- |

er, also the same for light. He must
0o make a deposit in advance,

he is

als be-
cause
must pay a higher rent to the
payer, because the house
ped with light and water.
tax payver usually
with merchants in a town,
he can save few dollars from his|
earnings is with a view of ae
quiring 2 home of his own and becom
a tax payer.

The police protection amounts
nothing: they have no wvaluables
speak of to cause them to fear burg-
lars .rnl robbers; neither fire
tection is necessary to mention; the,
few household goods they possess are|
usually saved in case of fire.
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The city has 760 water meter ser-|

of them are resi-
dent property owners, about 30% pay
personal, and about 10% of t.he*-.c_ pay
no tax.

The books in the city clerk’s office|
show that 760 services have paid for
operating the plant, general expen-
ses, also distribution and mainten-
ance, leaving only a small deficit.

On January 1, 1915, the tax pay-
ers were indebted to water fund as
follows:

Hydrant
City Market
Public Service

vices, about 60%

For six months beginning
Jan. 1st to July 1st, the
same service, less city mar-

This is the amount of direct tax
foisted on the tax payers, of which
he never paid a dollar.

If the water plant was the proper-
ty of an outside corporation the tax
payers would have been called on not
only for $7,954 but for considerable
more, as the water rate was reduced
33 1-3% soon after the plant was pur-
chased by the city.

Mr. Moore says, as I have previous-
ly stated, to foist the difficiency that

may occur in the operation of the

water plant by reasons of its low rate,
upon the tax payer is adding double
burden on about one third of our adult
population, and then immediately rec-
ommends that water rate to city be
reduced 50%.

The city tax books show that we
have, 786 tax payers who pay on real
and personal property, 772 who pay a
personal tax only, 1560 non-resident
property owners who pay only on real
estate, 279 pieces of property assess-
ed unknown.

There is no way to ascertain how
many pieces of property is owned by
non-resident property owners, assum-
ing there is fifty per cent., half of
279, 139 and 150, making the total
number of non-resident property own-
ers 289.

We have 760 meter services, 10%
of these, or 76, are non-tax payers.

Mr. Moore lays so much stress on
the non-tax payer in his revised budg-
et, he would raise the water rate to
tax 76 consumers of water, but not
tax payers, and relieve 279 non-res-
ident property owners of paying any
tax for hydrant rentals or city water,
yet they may be owners of valuable
buildings and reap great profits from
high rents charged their tenants, but
pay no tax for these services.

We should always bear in mind that
water and light bills are paid solely
by people who live in the city and,
whose efforts are building up the city.

Taxes are paid, in part, by those Wiﬁloi

do not live in the city, who do not|
contribute to its upbuilding, but who
do own property here, which the ef-
forts of those who live here are en-
hancing in value. Therefore, the
city should levy a tax for both light
and water. This would shift a part of
the burden from the resident consu-
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| This is & parallel
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case with publ
s are owned i:}'
only of much greater magni-
|tude and a far better paying invest-
t ment.
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|  Short History of the Light Plant
1898 the city floated a

w plant

In the year
| $16,000 6
lissue. The sum of $14,200 was ex-
pended for the purchase and improve- |
ment of the plant. Since then the
|p(mt has been CH!’J»I.HLId”) operated |
by the city. On January lst, 1915, it |
|1- lmmced by the city at a valuation |
of 858,278.50, and the records avail-
| able \ull show that the light plant
\has not only paid all operating ex-
| penses and kept up the interest on the |
bonds, but added value to the plant in
extensions and improvements in the
sum of $44,078.59, but this is not all
yet. I can only find records from
Sept. 1, 1907, from that date to June
1st, 1911, the electric light plant paid
in money and service to the general
fund:

In money and city service $20,500.00

From June 1st, 1911 to Oect.
1, 1913

Oct. 1, 1913 to July 1, 1915. 15,446.33

$ 58,796.33
and Improve-

Total
Extensions

$102,874.92

These figures represent net earn-
ings paid by consumers, tax payers,
and consumers that are not tax pay-
ers, in other words, all indirect tax.

The $14,200 bonds are due in 1918
and remains unpaid. This will show
the whole electric light plant was
bought, operated and improved on
the city’s credit and not one dollar
paid to this day by direct taxation.
| Electric Light Service Charged to City

From the auditors report Decem-
ber 31, 1914, I find the following
charges against the city unpaid:
City Hall
City fire station
City market
City
City
City
City
Marion County Hospital....

Marion County Fair Ass'n...

According to Mr. Moore's idea this
amount should be mostly paid by indi-
rect taxation—that means raise the
rate to the consumer.

I have shown all provisions ever
made by a tax leyy for city lighting
has been used-up in the various city
departments, and for the purchases
of real estate. The council of 1913
purchased the Robertson lot for $6000
and the council of 1914 purchased the
civic center lot for $12,600. No tax
levy was made to provide for the pur-
chase of real estate, so all available
funds were used and this council
found the city in debt to the tune of
$18,000. With this indebtedness and
the bond issues of $275,000 to be tak-
en care of, the taxpayer will see that
|a higher millage must be levied, but
it will be only for this year.

The light plant will take care of
|its own bond interest and sinking
fund. The water plant will not take
care of bond interest and sinking
fund, and millage must be provided
for one year.

After water and light plants are
{ built, they will not only take care of
themselves, but pay large dividends to
the city.

It must be remembered that this
-lcouncil is not responsible for the em-
barrassing position we are placed in,
but the council of 1914, backed up by
the tax payers of the city on the the
bond issue, so we should not hesitate
to do our duty and fix the millage
as it should be.

The revise budget tries to evade the
|issue, pleading financial depression,
hard times, does not want to burden
the tax payer with direct taxes, re-
Iquesting that the strictest economy
{must be practiced in every city de-
| partment, as under the present condi-
|tions the tax payer must not be burd-
lened by wasteful and extravagant ad-
ministration. This is a “solar plexus.”

I think the city of Ocala is blessed
iwith the best of men in every depart-
| ment.

In the executive department, than
Mr. H. C. Sistrunk, a more obliging,
honorable and efficient person could
not be found. Has served the city
for many years.

Fire Department
Chief Chambers has his

eyes on

everything around the fire station.
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= twenty year electric bond |

ing wasted near him. Also serv-
city many years.
Police Department
Everybody
Adams,
chief.

that he shirks his duties.

likes Frank

serving his

congenial

Street Department
is the best and most
man that ever served
15 superintendent of

SLAr sk

Sanitary Department

Cleveland has been employed)
ty for many years, served as|
head of various departments and'
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I believe in true economy
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the city’s funds.
tion questional deals with city's se-
rities, and we should not try to save
| at tht spigot and let waste at the |
ng.
The revised budget is a gaseous, ll-
luminating, and plausible grand stand

play, and bears all the ear marks of

having been coached in tts prepara-|

tion by ex-councilmen who favor high
| rate on lighting to the consumer, and
| enthusiastic advocates of large bond |
issues, having assured the people
| that bond i

home to roost, but nobody wants the
chickens. In my opinion there will be
| another crop, as the roosters can be
heard crowing already.

tric light plant has never been sup-
ported by a direct tax. The water
plant is not self-supporting, at pres-
ent. The street department needs ev-
ery dollar provided for by the origi-
nal budget. The provision for side
walk indebtedness should remain al-
s0. This would leave a reduction of
$500 in the sanitary department ac-
complished by the revised budget, and
add an indebtedness to the general
fund of $1,068, so let us consider the
original budget and make provisions
that will cover every city depart-
ment.

In the last paragraph of the re-
vised budget Mr. Moore says: “Iu
submitting this revised budget, I have
been guided solely by a desire to care
for the tax payers of the city. It is
claimed that the city should pay a
high rate for light and water, in or-
der that a showing can be made in
these departments, but I don’t feel
that the average tax payer desires to
have false profits made at his ex-
pense, in order that the non-tax payer
may be benefitted by it.”

Now, the light and water commit-
tee makes no such claims.

First: The hydrant rental is the
same.

Second: City water is 33 1-83% low-
er.

Third: The city lighting rate for
streets was recommended to be plac-
ed back to its former rate, all other
services provided with meters have
been charged with meter rates.
The revised budget means low mil-
lage to the direct tax payers and a
high rate for light and water to the
consumers. It also means to let 289
non-resident property owners pay no
tax for city lighting, city water and
hydrant rentals by which they enjoy
a low rate of insurance, and make a
higher rate to 76 consumers, non-tax
payer, which would effect every consu-
mer tax payer, and make him pay
the high rate.

The high rate for light and water to
the consumers is done for two rea-
sons.

First: High rates will cause the
consumers to become dissatisfied with
municipal ownership of public wtili-
ties, and open a way for some corpo-
ration to obtain a city franchise.

Second: The enthusiastic bun¢h of
bond spouters who assured the tax
payers that the rate of taxation would
fiot increase, are afraid to face the
issue, would not even make provision
for bond interest and sinking fund
on water bonds, which would increase
millage for general fund 24 mills, so
all kinds of excuses and pretexts are
offered to delay the building of com-
bined light and water plant, which the
city needs so badly. Of course, no
millage being provided the plant can-
not be built.

J. M. Meffert, Pres. City Council.
Ocala, Fla. Sept. 7, 1915.

NOTICE TO HOUSEKEEPERS

If you want any kind of furniture
repaired, re-upholstered, re-polished
or remodeled, write me. Satisfaction
guaranteed, and the prices are right.
Fred J. Burden, Box 448, Ocala,
Fla. 9-2-1m

LADIES

Don't fail to see the famous South
Bend Malleable Range which is now
on exhibition at our store from Sep-
tember 8th to 14th. Marion Hard-
Ware Company. 9-5t

OUR prescription department is at
YOUR service at all times. Accuracy
is the watchword which insures you
careful compounding. The Court

Pharmacy. tf
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ssues would not increase
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Our success depends on the success of the community.

We invite any one who needs the service of a strong banking ins
to call and talk over their plans with us.
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The Ocala National Bank'
Capital and Surplus $90,000
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I also believe in safe guard-'|i
I do not sanc-'

SEABOARD SCHEDULE

South Bound
No. 1.—Lv. Jacksonville, 9:30 p. m.;
Ar, Ocala, 1:45 a. m.; Lv. Ocahlso
a. m.; Ar. Tampa 680 8. m.; LV|
‘Tampa :30 a. m.; Ar. St. Pet.ersburg]
9:30 a. m.
No. 3.—Lv. Jacksonville 9:30 a. m.;

‘Respect Your Loved Ones
Who Have Passed Away

By erecting to their memory a Tombstone over their -
Ar. Ocala 12:57 p. m.; Lv. Ocala 1:17| resting place. It is the last tribute you can show them.
p. m.; Ar. T.mp" 5:26 p. m.; Lv. Our facilities for Iﬂklll‘..“ kinds of
 Tampa, 5:40 p. m.; Ar. St. Petersburg| MONUMENTS, HEADSTONES, MARKERS, IRON
8 p. m.
No. 9—Limited train; Lv. Jackson- or CEMENT FENCING, =7C,
are unsurpassed, and our prices will be found reason-

ville 1:30 p. m., Lv. Ocala, 4:30 p. m.;
Ar. Tampa, 7:45 p. m. able. Let us submit specimens of our work. Call or

North Bound
| No. 2—Lv. St. Petersburg, 4:30 p. OCALA MARBLE WORKS
Opposite Catholic Church

|m.; Ar. Tampa, 6:56 p. m.; Lv. Tam-
NORTH MAGNOLIA ST.

MARION COUNTY
- oGHOOL DOR

6:45 a. m.
No. 4—Lv. Tampa, 9 a. m.; Ar.
Wowanthnﬂquhl;hﬂ.dmh-
ing to school away from home to the superior advantages

Ocala, 1 p. m.; Lv. Ocala, 1:20 p. m.,
Ar. Jacksonville, 5:25 p. m.
No. 10—Lv. St. Petersburg, 8:30
a. m.; Ar. Tampa, 10:50 a. m.; Lv.
Tampa, 1 p. m.; Lv. Ocala, 4:10 p.
mw.; Ar. Jacksonville, 7:15 p. m. Lim-
ited train.
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Roberts as matron who so successfully handled it last term nd
rates will continue to be $13 PER MONTH. It is under the
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- Supt. J. H. Brinson, Ocala, |
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_WILL BUY OR SELL

-

BILIOUSNESS
AND CONSTIPATION

clerk.,. He is always smiling."
“He finds it easy to smile,
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I am now prepared to buy and sell ]_ ..
Hay, Gralm and Feed Stuff of all khh
wulpayyontoeonsultwithmelfyumh f-
market either to buy or to sell. Corn must h ve I
shucks removed, and be well matured. .

Call on me at my stables on West
Ocala, Florida.

“

H. J, NchOl.l-s

| PHONE—356
r
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s

Rt. Rev. Abbott Charles, President. Rev. Father Benedict,

St. Leo Colleg: v

Saint Leo, Pasco County, Florida
Five Miles West of Dade City wo-»mmu n—

E. C. Jordan & Co.

Funeral Directors and
Licensed Embalmers

—— —

WILBUR W. C. SMITH
Licensed Embalmer

Phone 10 Ocala, Fla.
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FALL TERM OPENS WEDNESDAY, SEPT. ls.-{t




